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problem but because no other means could be devised for tackling the problem of
minorities and speedily achieving the rehabilitation of the depressed classes. Almost
equalin difficulty to the problem of minorities is what may be called the problem of
the majorities For, in some quarters, it seems to be taken for granted that every-
thing should be done which would make it impossible for the majority to have its
way. I do not wish to embitter controversy but no democracy is possible unless
accompanied by the belief that it is and must be majority rule. No doubt safeguards
and expedients for protecting minorities in certain specific matters of vital impor-
tance for the existence of the minorities may be necessary ; and recent discussions
have focussed attention on the claims of groups like the orthodox section of the
Hindus and Mahomedans to something like self-determination. All this is, however,
very different from making the majority powerless.
"Our party, in the interests of India and of England and of the Commonwealth,
asks for the conferment of Dominion Status confident in the belief that only thus
will India find herself and England realise their highest destiny.
"Our party is not among the pessimists and the prospects at the present
moment are promising. In Lord Irwin the cause of Indian freedom has a high-
souled and strenuous friend—one who has not hesitated, in the furtherance of his
ideals, to take one of the greatest of political risks, the risk of antagonising political
comrades. Amongst the members of British Cabinet and in the Labour Party we
have some true friends of India, and in the Secretary of State, our interests have a
fine and alert champion who has charged himself with the task of giving effect to
an active and responsive policy.
"The world-spirit is with us in our endeavours and one cannot but feel confident
that in spite of unrestricted criticism and unwise opposition, our cause is bound to
triumph. Has it not been wisely observed that great political, economic and social
forces flow with a tidal sweep over communities that are only half-conscious of that
which is befalling them and that wise statesmen are those who foresee what time
is thus bringing and endeavour to shape institutions and to mould men's thought
and purpose in accordance with the change that is silently surrounding them ?
KIt is impossible to conclude this address without a reference to the attempt to
wreck Lord Irwin's train. Not only will the whole of India recoil from the deed
with shame and horror but it is part of the duty of In iian and Englishman alike to
get rid, by the exercise of wise and brave statesmanship, of the root causes of such
happenings which are wholly uncharacteristic of Indian thought and civilisation."
The Presidential Address.
In the course of his presidential address Sir Phiroze SE TEN A expressed entire
disapproval of himself and his party of the resolutions adopted at the Madras and
Calcutta sessions of the Indian National Congress in regard to the independence
movement as a result of the appointment of the Simon Commission.
"We stand for Dominion Status. We hold that if Dominion Status is granted,
without undue delay, there will be no political or echical justification for India to
seek to sever the British connection, nor can we support a general policy of non-
payment of taxes, as in our judgment such a policy, like that of a general strike,
cannot but plunge the country into all the evils and horrors of an open conflict with
the Government, who in sheer self-defence and in discharge of its elementary duties
of maintaining peace and order and of carrying on the King's Government will not
hesitate to take, and will be quite justified in taking, every necessary measure for
suppressing such general movement of civil disobedience/'
He, however, radded that it would not be proper either for them or for the
Government to ignore, or belittle the significance of the movement of thought in
this particular political organisation in India.
Sir Phiroze Sethna characterised Lord Birkenhead's Indian policy as a grievous
iaitee in consequence of which relations between this country and Great Britain
had beeii strained almost to a breaking point. India, he said, accepted the challenge
in the shape of the Nehru constitution, the supreme merit of which was that It
had rallied almost the whole of political India round the banner of Dominion Status^
which it wanted to be unfurled without delay.
He reviewed the political situation before and after the British Padkmentary

